
Operation Face Mask
Supporting our Healthcare Professionals

* These fabric face masks are not a replacement for N-95 respirators and other PPE.  These masks are meant to be used in
situations that will free up N-95 respirators and other masks for higher priority uses.

Written instructions included
Video instruction available at https://youtube/VgHrnS6n4iA

Instructions:  

 
Fabric:  100% cotton fabric, pre-washed in non-scented laundry detergent (with or
without a layer of fusible interfacing)

Texas Oncology Cancer Centers across the state
Local healthcare facilities 
JoAnn Fabric Stores drop-off

Distribution:  Distribution should be coordinated with your county extension agent.
There are 3 options available to counties: 
  

 
Please note that the first option offers cash awards to the 3 counties who send the most
completed masks to Texas Oncology by April 10. County agents have a special submission
form for this option; therefore, you must coordinate/communicate with your local agents.

To best comply with social distancing, individuals should work independently to make items.  There should be no in person meetings or
‘sewing sessions.’  
A system of collecting finished items that maintains recommended social distancing and disinfection protocols (for packaging, not items)
will be developed by county offices. Check with your local office for this protocol. 
Some volunteers in high risk categories may need other volunteers to deliver materials for sewing and pick up finished items.  Pick-up and
delivery could be jobs for volunteers who do not sew and are not in COVID-19 high risk groups.

Special Notes:

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT YOUR COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT.

Rebekah
Text Box
Drop off with Alinda Cox: 940-229-0367
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SUPPLIES 
 100% cotton fabric, 16” x 9”, prewashed  

 ¼” elastic , 2 pieces 6.5“ long  

 Lightweight fusable interfacing 

 Scissors  

 Thread  

 Pins  

Place pattern on the fold of the fabric. Cut one. Place pattern on 
the fold of the interfacing. Cut one.  

Adhere the interfacing to the wrong side of the fabric.  Follow the 
interfacing instructions. 

Fold the fabric with right sides together – the long way.  Pin 
across the top leaving an opening to turn the mask later (the 
space in between the blue and red center pins). Sew a ¼” seam 
(red dash lines) across the top leaving an opening in the middle.  
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Place a piece of elastic inside the side opening and line up the 
edge of the elastic with the cut edge of the fabric. Pin in place. 
Reach into the side opening and grab the other end of the elastic. 
Take that end and line it up with the cut edge of the fabric at the 
bottom on the same side. Pin in place. The elastic should be 
tucked into the mask. Make sure that the elastic isn’t twisted. 
Repeat with the other piece of elastic on the other side. 



The CDC guidelines on homemade masks 

state the following: 

  

“(Health Care Professionals) HCP use of 

homemade masks: In settings where 

facemasks are not available, HCP might use 

homemade masks (e.g., bandana, scarf) for 

care of patients with COVID-19 as a last 

resort. However, homemade masks are not 

considered PPE, since their capability to 

protect HCP is unknown. Caution should be 

exercised when considering this option. 

Homemade masks should ideally be used in 

combination with a face shield that covers 

the entire front (that extends to the chin or 

below) and sides of the face.”  
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Sew a ¼” seam down each side to secure the elastic in place.  
Back stich over the elastic to add strength so that the elastic 
doesn’t slip out. Using the opening at the top of the mask turn 
the mask right side out.   

Press the mask flat.  

To create 3 pleats, place the pattern on top of the pressed mask. 
Use pins (or a fabric marker) to mark the center, bottom and top 
of each pleat. You will have 9 points pinned or marked.  

Fold the bottom line up to the top line; the crease should 
automatically fall at the center line. Pin in place. Repeat on the 
other side. Follow the same process for the 2nd and 3rd pleats. 
Top stitch a ¼” around the outside of the entire mask.   
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Place on Fold                                                                             
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